
387

MEDICAL ANNOTATIONS.

abominable homoeopathy. Some people require sharp lessons,
and make but a tardy repentance. We trust the former will

bring about the latter, and we shall then not complain of its
late advent.

Medical Annotations.
"No quid nimis."

 IN France and Prussia some time since, and in Austria more
recently, precautionary measures have been taken to exclude
from those countries cattle affected with the terrible disease
which has now for two or three years been gradually extending
its ravages over the European continent, destroying whole
herds, and creeping from country to country like a dire pesti-
lence, as long ago described by Virgil,

" Nee singula morbi
Corpora corripiunt, sed tota sestiva repente,
Spem gregemque simul, cunctamque ab origine gentem:’

It was urgently necessary that some precautionary measures
should be taken in this country, whose inhabitants are, like Sir
Andrew Aguecheek, "great eaters of beef." " For we are
told that the ravages of the disease in England have been very
terrible on each occasion of its visitation, from the time of
Edward the First (1257), when Stow relates that "this plague
of murrein continued seventy-eight yeare ere it ended, and
was the first rot that euer was in England."  " By an Order in
Council, dated April 2nd, the importation of cattle skins or
hoofs from infected districts is prohibited, and every thing that
might be instrumental in conveying the disease into this country
---.such as hay, fodder, or manure-is ordered to be destroyed
immediately on its arrival. Close upon this most judicious
measure, we trust that there will follow an order for more
strict examination of the meat allowed to be sold for " human
nature’s daily food." The check to the importation of foreign
cattle will offer still greater temptation to the vendors of meat
unfitted for food, since it will render still more unequal the
balance between demand and supply.

Miss NIGHTINGALE has recently visited and inspected the
hospitals of Chatham, meeting with the selfsame reverence and
devotion from our lions of war that erstwhile inspired the lion
towards the " heavenly Una with her milk-white lamb."
Whilst there, she made inquiries in reference to a Society
called the Chatham Garrison Compassionate Institute-a

Society so excellent in its object that it deserves to be more
extensively known amongst that large class of benevolent per-
sons willing to do good provided that their charity is well
bestowed. This Society has been in existence for many years,
Its objects are : to provide a hospital for the sick women and
children of the garrison; to supply relief to women whose
husbands are in hospital; to give food, clothing, and lodging
to soldiers’ wives who arrive at Chatham before embarking to
join their husbands abroad; and, in addition, to afford relief in
the many distressing cases which may be expected to occur in
a large garrison. A personal donation of fifty guineas proved
how highly Miss Nightingale estimated the objects of this ex-
cellent charity.

AN imagination as vivid as that which led Captain Fluellen
to detect a resemblance between Monmouth and Macedon,
because both began with M, is required to discover any simili-
tude between two societies, bearing the same name, which re-
spectively exist at Cork and in London. Each is designated a
Medical Protection Society; but the practical means whereby
the two societies vindicate their claim to the title differ very
widely. The energies of the Cork Medical Protection Society
have been for ten years earnestly directed to the advancement
of the honour and interests of the profession. At one time

they compelled the late Marquis of Anglesea (whose name is
now employed by one of the Malvern hydropaths as that of the
Earl of Aldborough was used by Holloway) to cancel a medical
appointment he had conferred on an unqualified person. The
dismissal of an imperfectly-qualified man, to whom had been
confided the charge of the Military Hospital at Queenstown
during the last war, was procured through the committee of
this Society. By taking the part of an unjustly-oppressed
union medical officer, they compelled the Poor-law Commis-
sioners to cancel sealed orders for his dismissal. On the out-
break of small-pox at Cork, they rapidly and successfully
organized a most efficient system of vaccination. In several
cases they have boldly exposed the attempted impostures of
charlatans, and denounced the disgraceful proceedings of those
professional black sheep who, thinking only of the money-bags,
are willing to do the work of Judas, if, like him, they may
thereby fill the bags they bear. The members of the Cork
Medical Protection Society have cordially co-operated with the
movement set on foot by Mr. Griffin. They have also taken
 active measures to ensure the support of newly-elected Irish
members of Parliament for the measures of Medical Reform-
about to be introduced. The enumeration of these good ser-
vices sufficiently proves how earnestly they have done their
work, and how strenuous have been their efforts to advance
the interests of the profession, and to protect its members

against
, " The insolence of office. and the spurns
, That patient merit of the unworthy takes ;"

to check the inroads of quackery, and vindicate our honour
with a zeal and spirit that reflect honour on them.
The London Medical Protection Society contents itself with

collecting the debts of its members, and arranging the sale of
practices, procuring assistants, &c., the profits that accrue
from this matter-of-fact application of the assumed title being
devoted to charitable purposes. This is all that is done, and
all that the programme of the Society leads us to expect. Yet

scarcely a week elapses that we do not direct attention to some
flagrant wrong done to a member of the profession, which
it should be the duty of a Medical Protection Society to expose.
The lamentable squabbles which from time to time it is our
painful duty to record as occurring between medical men would
cease, were there a " Court Medical " (such as a Protection
Society would afford) to which all disputes might be referred
for adjudication. Our corporate bodies would, moreover, soon
be roused from their selfish inertness were there but some in-
fluential body to call them to task, and honestly and fearlessly
avow their shortcomings. Although it is, possibly, a very
serviceable agency for the collection of doubtful debts, the
Society which now exists in London, and arrogates the title of
a Medical Protection Society, has no claim whatever to the
name, and we shall gladly welcome any proposition to establish
an association more worthy of the designation, and more re-
sembling in character and objects that which has already ren-
dered such good service to the profession in Ireland.

NOTWITHSTANING their highly coloured representations of
the terrific physiological effects produced by a glass of beer, all
the science and all the declamation of those ultra-reformers
who have on several late occasions made vigorous but futile
attempts to impress the public with the beauties of compulsory
teetotalism, never gained them a moment’s serious attention.
Since they were overthrown at Edinburgh by the good sense
and sound logic of Dr. Laycock, the society for the suppression
of the sale of all intoxicating liquors has preserved a discreet
silence. But the latest news from the state of  Maine-their
model teetotal Utopia-will assuredly prove " a heavy blow
and sore discouragement" to their hopes. So injurious to the
interests of this State has been the prohibition of the sale of
liquors, that a measure has been recently introduced into the

legislature, which practically does away with the absurd restric-
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tions hitherto enforced, by enacting a law of still greater ab-
surdity. The consumer is henceforth to be taxed instead of the
vendor. A man who drinks " the poor creature small-beer" is to

pay half a dollar a year for the permission, the same moderate
sum also including the valuable privilege of indulging in home-
made wines. A taste for ale and porter requires three shil-
lings a year to be paid by any one who would

" Line his skin right well within
With jolly good ale and old ;"

whilst those who would " wet their whistles" with more re-
fined potables must pay more dearly for their whistles, the

subscription of a pound a year, however, conferring a right to
indulge in any variety of drinks from sherry-cobblers to cham-
pagne, from absinthe to aqua fortis. It is ingeniously stipu-
lated that the licence is to be produced oit every occasion when
the bearer is athirst ; and we expect to hear of teetotal

martyrs becoming very intoxicated in their zeal to detect any
vendors who fail to ask for the slip of paper which is to inter-
vene between the cup and the lip. The crowning absurdity of
the law is a provision that forbids drinking-licences to be
issued to women without the previous consent of their hus-
bands. 

____

THE old Dreadnought hospital ship is now entirely broken
up. The lower timbers were separated last week and hauled
out of the Woolwich Dockyard, the wood and copper comprised
in the " sheer hulk" being valued at &pound;4000. Although the
arrangements of the new hospital ship now moored on the river
in its stead have been most carefully planned and most effi-
ciently carried out, yet the advantage of perpetuating this
inconvenient plan for the lodgement of sick sailors is very

questionable. No one can believe that the Thames is a parti-
cularly healthy situation for the abode of the sick. It would

undoubtedly be more convenient, as it would assuredly be
more healthy, were a handsome hospital for seamen erected on
the banks of the river, in place of a ship moored in the midst
of the foul sewer-waters of the Thames. Were this suggestion
adopted, we believe that the wealthy shipowners would wil-
lingly aid in erecting a permanent hospital for seamen, worthy
of the nation whose pride it is that ’,

" Her march is n’er the mountain waves, I
Her home is on the deep."

THE old adage which declares that they who touch pitch
cannot escape defilement, seems equally applicable to those
who have to do with tar, as far as regards that variety of it
produced during the manufacture of gas. The greedy inhu-
manity recently displayed by a City gas company, whose works
were injuring the health of the residents in one of the most
crowded neighbourhoods of London, appears amiable and phi-
lanthropic in comparison with the proceedings disclosed during
a recent trial at Kingston. So horribly nauseous and injurious
is the filthy refuse matter resulting from the manufacture of
gas, that it is expressly forbidden by law to be exposed, lest
its emanations prove injurious to health. It is even filthier
than the waters of the Thames, with whose stream its
admixture is specially prohibited by the Corporation of London
as conservators of the river; for, strange to say, the Thames,
only odorous with the " essence de mille-sewers," is a conser-
vatory. Now the London Gas-works Company have an esta-
blishment at Vauxhall, near to the river’s edge; and it seems
that the opportunity thus afforded to save the expense of re-
moving or deodorizing the refuse matter was too much for the
virtue of the directors to resist. Moreover, if the worst came
to the worst, they were hand and glove with the Corporation,
who would not be very hard (as was subsequently proved) on
their own particular friends. So, in defiance of the conser-

vatory prohibition, and with a full knowledge of the injurious
influence on human health and life exercised by the ema-
nations from gas-refuse, however diluted, the London Gas

Company, with diabolically deliberate ingenuity, ran a con-

cealed iron pipe to the middle of the river; and by means of a
steam-engine specially fitted for the purpose, pumped their
gas-refuse into the midst of this much-suffering stream. This
noxious matter, known in the trade as " blue-billy," (perhaps
the origin of the French malediction, ventre blue,) and which is
strongly charged with sulphuretted hydrogen, has been for
months polluting the air breathed by thousands of those very
poor who are crowded so thickly together on the river’s edge
at Lambeth and Vauxhall. We are fully justified by the laws
of sanitary science in asserting that the coup-de-gr&acirc;ce has thus
been given to many a feeble child, and many a drooping, half-
starved invalid.

If the proceedings of the gas company displayed considerable
ingenuity, (in a Newgate-calendar point of view,) the mode of
detection pursued by the City officers was equally clever.

They attached a hose to the opening of the pipe, and so con.
veyed the contents, belched out from its mouth, into a neigh-
bouring barge. An action against the company was com-
menced at the Kingston assizes. They had no plea to justify
their defiance of the laws of humanity and of the country;
they could only offer to do whatever was required of them for
the future; and, on this agreement,-one that would have
been considered simply absurd if proposed by a burglar or
felon who had infringed the laws in far less degree,-the com-
pany was allowed to enter into its recognizances for future good
behaviour, and was let off with merely having an adverse
verdict recorded.

Correspondence.

THE OPERATION OF AMPUTATION AT THE
ANKLE-JOINT.

[LETTER FROM J. C. WORDSWORTH, ESQ.]

"Audi alteram partem."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR, -In a recent number of your valuable journal, I read
some practical clinical remarks on the subject of amputation
of the foot at the ankle-joint, by a surgeon of considerable reo
putation-Mr. Haynes Walton.

It appears to me, that the observations above referred to,
may influence young operators prejudicially against an ope-
ration which I regard as one of the greatest modern improve-
ments of surgery-a radiation from that great Northern Star,
Professor Syme, to whose penetration we are at least indebted
for its revival from the domain of neglected and forgotten art,
if the credit extends no further. In these days of conservative

science, we naturally feel extremely unwilling to lose an inch
of territory, even from the regions of condemned ground; and
must lament when experience teaches us that conservatism
has passed the limits of good practical advantage. Mr. Walton

states, that the amputation at the ankle-joint so seldom pro-
vides a sound stump, that he hesitates to attempt it, as pa-
tients are rarely enabled to walk, or bear pressure, on the pad
obtained from the heel; and he goes so far as to predict, that
the operation will, therefore, soon be abandoned. The London

Hospital experience on this question, though not very exten-
sive, is, I am glad to say, greatly in its favour. I know that
in the practice of some of my colleagues it has proved emi-
nently successful; and, in two instances in which I have had
the opportunity of performing it, the result has been so satis-
factory that I know of no amputation of similar importance
where the loss has been so little deplored. A few particulars
of them may not be out of place.
A young, healthy girl was admitted into the London Hos-

pital, in the autumn of 1854, suffering from a " smash" of one
foot, the bones of the metatarsus being pounded, and the in-
teguments torn to within a short distance of the ankle-joint.
About eighteen inches by six to nine inches of skin was ground
off the hip, abdomen, and thorax. The injury was inflicted
by machinery. Amputation was performed at the ankle-joint,
the entire os calcis removed, the projections of the malleoli


